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place in Johannesburg, South Africa. During the 
course of a day fifty-one buildings were wholly or par- 
tially wrecked; 2,000 persons marched on the German 
Club, which was wrecked, to the strains of the national 
anthem, "Eule, Britannia." But the report of the com- 
mittee which the English government appointed in De- 
c-ember to investigate the evidence of outrages by Ger- 
man troops, if half true, reveals a series of atrocities as 
inhuman and unspeakable as those of wars in the most 
savage age. 

One wonders what can be the outcome of this orgy of 

hatreds. 

•-♦-• 

A Real Peace Congress. 

The Pan-American Financial Conference, called by 
Secretary McAdoo, began with the informal meeting of 
the Secretary with the delegates Saturday, May 22, and 
lasted during the following week. Nineteen of the 
twenty-one American republics were represented at the 
conference by official persons, ministers of finance, lead- 
ers in the commerce and industries of their respective 
countries — men with the right to speak in the name of 
the nations they represented. Every section of the 
United States was represented by men of affairs, 
financiers, and merchants. The President of the 
United States voiced the object of the conference in his 
opening address when he said that his welcome was in- 
spired by what he hoped to be the high ambitions of 
those who live on these two great continents, "who seek 
to set an example to the world in freedom of institu- 
tions, freedom of trade, and intelligence of mutual serv- 
ice." 

At this conference the Postmaster General discussed 
the postal facilities as they exist between the United 
States and the countries of South and Central America 
He told how he had proposed to each of them that they 
should be given the advantages of the domestic rate of 
2 cents as it exists between the United States and Mex- 
ico and the United States and Canada. He showed how 
the European war had interrupted the plan ; but he ex- 
pressed the belief that the opportunity would be given 
the countries again immediately upon the cessation of 
the war, and confidently added that if they would enter 
into this agreement with the United States the increase 
in the volume of business would result in an increase in 
the volume of mail matter which would more than offset 
the postal revenue that would be lost by reducing the 
rate. 

Joseph E. Davies, chairman of the Federal Trade 
Commission of the United States, distinguished among 
other things between dollar exchange and dollar diplo- 
macy. In speaking of the former he said: "It incurs 
no risk of the imposition by a stronger power upon a 
weaker by reason of a mistake or a misuse of power. 
Commercial advantage for the benefit of all, not service 
to the advantage of the few, is the end and purpose of 
government participation in dollar exchange." 

Charles S. Hamlin, governor of the Federal Eeserve 
Board, developed at considerable length his opinion that 
the United States was never before in such a position as 
it occupies today to reach out and extend its trade by 
granting credit to those nations who wish to be its cus- 



tomers. He told the conference what the Federal re- 
serve act has done for the United States, and tried to 
point out 'how it may be of great advantage to all nations 
that trade with us. 

Mr. Paul M. Warburg, another member of the Federal 
Eeserve Board, said : "The development of all American 
nations lies in the same direction, though there will be 
a difference in degree. It must be the aim of the United 
States from now on to move rapidly toward entire finan- 
cial independence. It must be the aim of her sister re- 
publics so to divide the credits needed for their future 
development that the temporary breakdown of one cred- 
itor country will not seriously embarrass them. They 
will enjoy the greatest degree of safety in this respect if 
their creditor nations are geographically, politically, and 
economically separated from one another as far as pos- 
sible. So that in case one should become involved the 
other may be expected to remain unaffected thereby. 
Though in normal times closely connected with Europe, 
the American continents ought to be so organized as to 
form a distinct and independent unit in times of emer- 
gency — a union whose transportation and credit systems 
will remain unbroken, even though all Europe should go 
to war." 

Two important committees submitted reports, one on 
transportation and communication and the other on 
uniformity of laws relating to trade, commerce, and an 
international commercial court. The committee on 
transportation suggested the advisability of calling for 
bids not later than December 31, 1915, for the estab- 
lishment of a regular line of fast mail steamers between 
United States ports and Eio Janeiro, Montevideo, and 
Buenos Aires. The report also states the conditions 
under which the bids should be submitted. Three sepa- 
rate projects for the establishment of fast maritime 
transportation between the interested countries were 
submitted by Uruguay, Argentina, and Chile. To in- 
sure continuous action and to avoid delays it was recom- 
mended that a permanent committee be appointed to 
obtain and furnish information pertinent to the subject 
and to take other steps necessary to put the plans out- 
lined into effect. 

The committee on uniformity of laws set for them- 
selves the study of such important matters as the estab- 
lishment of a gold standard of value, bills of exchange, 
uniform classification of merchandise, customs regula- 
tions, consular certificates and invoices, port charges, 
uniform regulations for commercial travelers, trade- 
marks, patents, copyrights, uniform postage, money 
orders and parcels post charges,. arbitration for the ad- 
justment of commercial disputes. 

It will be seen, therefore, that this was no occasion 
for mere verbal expressions of good will, but an attempt 
to solve practical problems of far-reaching significance. 
There were eighteen committees, each committee com- 
posed of one foreign delegation and a group of citizens 
of the United States appointed especially as confreres. 
For three days these group conference committees met 
behind closed doors, each delegation explaining the 
needs of the country which it represented, while the 
representatives of the United States made clear to them 
the conditions under which the financial and commercial 
interests of this country would be prepared to co-operate 
in the solution of their problems. There was the freest 
possible interchange of opinions, and foundations were 
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laid for positive practical action. Shortly after the 
eventful week other conferences were held in New York 
and Chicago, with the view of promoting government 
loans and the investment of American capital in com- 
mercial enterprises in Central and South America. 

Dr. L. S. Eowe, secretary general of the conference, 
assures us that in a number of other instances, the de- 
tails of which he is not at liberty to divulge, "definite 
plans were laid which are certain to eventuate in impor- 
tant co-operative action in promoting the development 
of the great natural resources of Central and South 
America." 

We are informed that it is the fixed determination of 
Secretary McAdoo to spare no effort in following up the 
work of the conference and in building up a permanent 
organization which will give effect to the deliberations 
and conclusions that were reached. Indeed, at the clos- 
ing meeting, Saturday, May 29, he announced that it 
was his intention to appoint eighteen permanent com- 
mittees in the United States, each committee assigned 
to one of the countries represented at the conference. It 
will be the duty of these committees to get information 
pertinent to the promotion of financial and commercial 
co-operation. Provision has also been made for the ap- 
pointment of a joint high commission, composed of nine 
delegates in each of the countries represented at the 
conference, for the purpose of bringing about greater 
uniformity in legislation relating to trade and com- 
merce, and also to secure the establishment of an inter- 
national commercial tribunal. 

Our feeling is that the Pah-American Financial Con- 
ference was a peace congress of a high order. Its aims, 
methods, organization, and results are full of suggestions 
for us who are keenly interested in promoting effective 

peace congresses. 

^ « » 

Editorial Notes. 

Sanitation of In a recent letter from Paris refer- 

BatUefields. ence j s ma( j e ^ tne re p 0r t by M. J. 

Brissac, Director of Public Hygiene 
under the Department of the Interior, on the sanitation 
of battlefields. Attention is called to the importance of 
the removal of the dangers to health resulting from 
hasty burials of bodies of human beings and animals. 
It is shown that the burials of the bodies of soldiers, as 
well as the carcasses of horses and cattle, have in many 
cases been done under unsatisfactory conditions, due 
primarily to haste. It is shown that a large number of 
graves and burial mounds are too near dwelling places, 
sometimes in the midst of cultivated fields, and even in 
the ditches along the roads. In general, these graves 
are much too shallow, in many cases being only six or 
ten inches deep. When the burial has been made in 
clayey or marshy soils the corpse is not quickly decom- 
posed, and the consequences tend to become serious. 
The writer says: "Not to speak of the persistent odors 
of putrefaction, if is inevitable that the graves scattered 
among cultivable lands will soon be profaned. What is 
most to be feared, however, is the contamination of un- 



derground springs, fountains of potable water, and pub- 
lic or urivate wells." 



Reminding us l n the various programs recently put 

of the Hague before the public for securing perma- 
nent world peace, little reference is 
made to the Third Hague Conference. It is not intended 
as a criticism of these programs when. w& ask : Is not 
the Third Hague Conference to be the hopeful place for 
the realizations of our real international program? 
Frank F. Williams, Esq., of Buffalo, suggests the wisdom 
of making use of all real progress toward world organiza- 
tion and international peace already at hand. He has 
submitted to The Advocate of Peace the declaration 
adopted at the annual meeting of "the Buffalo Peace 
and Arbitration Society May 4. The declaration reads : 

"In view of the colossal conflict now raging in Europe, we 
take the following position : 

"1. That we should urge the maintenance of absolute neu- 
trality on the part of the United States if possible. 

"2. That the administration at Washington at the close of 
the war should make every effort possible towards securing 
permanent peace in whatever way may be most feasible. 

"3. Remembering that the Second Hague Conference of 
1907, in which 44 nations took part, laid the foundations for 
a Permanent Court to settle disputes between nations, adopted 
resolutions calling upon the nations to undertake the serious 
study of the question of the limitation of armaments, and 
provided that a Third Conference should be held in about 
eight years, that, we now urge the United States to invite 
all civilized nations to prepare to attend such a Third Con- ■ 
ference, to be held as soon as possible after the close of the 
European war. 

"We urge the calling of this conference, believing that at 
such a gathering, held at a time when the awful lessons of 
the present war will be impressed on the minds of every one. 
a permanent International Court of Justice could be estab- 
lished which would make possible definite action for prac- 
tical disarmament and perhaps the organization of a council 
or congress of the nations. Thus will be utilized the methods 
of procedure and the experience of the two previous confer- 
ences." 

"4. During the progress of the war every possible effort 
should be made to create a powerful public opinion in favor 
of the establishment of an International Court, a council of 
the nations, and practical disarmament." 



The Arith- The British national debt has been 

metic of It. increased because of this war two and 

one-half billions ; another war credit of 
nearly one and one-half billions has been voted. The 
national war debt of Great Britain has been more than 
doubled since last July. This is an unparalleled event 
in the history of finance. In terms of per capita cost 
the war is costing Great Britain ten times as much as 
did the Napoleonic war. We have the spectacle of this 
most powerful nation drawing upon its principal to meet 
the exigencies of war. By the end of the first year 
Great Britain, France, Bussia, Germany, and Austria 
will have borrowed approximately fifteen, billions. The 
financiers are wondering how long the belligerent na- 
tions will be able to convert a sufficient amount of wealth 
from the form in which it is into the form required. 



